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Intent

Art Intent, Implementation and Impact at Woodlea

At Woodlea Primary School, our intent is to deliver a high-quality, ambitious and inclusive Art
curriculum that inspires creativity, develops technical skill and builds cultural capital for all pupils.
Our curriculum is carefully sequenced to ensure that all children, regardless of starting point,
develop as confident, independent and reflective artists. We place equal importance on the
process of artistic exploration and the development of ideas, alongside the production of high-
quality outcomes. Through the curriculum, pupils:

Develop a secure understanding of the formal elements of art: line, tone, texture, colour,
pattern, shape, form, space and composition

Build substantive knowledge of a diverse range of artists, craftspeople and designers from
different cultures, periods and backgrounds

Acquire disciplinary knowledge, learning how to think, work and communicate as artists
through experimentation, evaluation and refinement

Learn and use ambitious subject-specific vocabulary accurately

Learn to use artistic expression and enjoyment of the work of other artists as a wellbeing
tool

We aim for pupils to:

Express themselves creatively and confidently

Develop resilience through refining and improving their work

Appreciate and evaluate art in a meaningful and informed way

Understand the role of art in reflecting and shaping the world

Use art, in its many forms, to calm and regulate when faced with life's challenges

The Art curriculum contributes significantly to pupils’ cultural development, creativity, wellbeing
and self-expression, supporting them to become thoughtful and imaginative individuals.
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Implementation

The Art curriculum is implemented through a carefully planned, progressive sequence of
learning that builds knowledge and skills over time.

Curriculum Design

Knowledge and skills are mapped progressively from EYFS to Year 6, ensuring clear progression in
both technique and knowledge of artists. Units are structured to develop:

o Generating ideas
o Mastering techniques
o Evaluating and developing work

Content is sequenced to move from exploration and skill development towards purposeful
application

Teaching and Learning

Lessons are taught by teachers with secure subject knowledge, supported by ongoing CPD to
strengthen expertise. Teachers explicitly teach:

o Key techniques (e.g. drawing, painting, sculpture, printing)
o Use of tools and materials
o Subject-specific vocabulary

Pupils are given regular opportunities to:
o Practice and refine techniques
o Experiment with different media
o Make creative choices

Use of Sketchbooks

Sketchbooks are used consistently across the school as a learning tool, not just a record of work.
Pupils:

o Experiment, explore and develop ideas
o Reflect on and evaluate their work
o Build a visible journey of progression over time
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Assessment

e Teachers use ongoing formative assessment within lessons to check understanding and
address misconceptions
e Assessment focuses on:
o Knowledge of artists and techniques
o Application of skills
o Ability to evaluate and refine work

Curriculum Enrichment

o Pupils work with a wide range of materials and media
o Opportunities are planned for:
o Cross-curricular links
o Exposure to high-quality artwork and cultural experiences

This approach ensures that all pupils can access, engage with and succeed in Art, while
developing a deep and secure understanding over time.
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Impact

The impact of the Art curriculum at Woodlea Primary School is evident in the progress in
knowledge, skills and attitudes that pupils develop over time. Children leave Woodlea as
confident, reflective and skilful artists who are able to express themselves creatively and
thoughtfully, which also supports their mental health and wellbeing.

Pupils demonstrate a secure and progressive understanding of the formal elements of art,
applying these increasingly independently across a range of media and contexts. Their
sketchbooks provide clear evidence of a developing artistic journey, showing experimentation,
refinement of fechniques and thoughtful evaluation of their own work. Pupils are able to
arficulate their ideas using subject-specific vocabulary with increasing precision and
confidence.

Across the school, outcomes in Art reflect high expectations. Pupils produce work of a good
standard that shows careful consideration, creativity and technical skill. They are resilient
learners who understand that improvement comes through practice, reflection and adaptation,
and they demonstrate pride in both the process and the final outcome.

Pupils have a widening knowledge of artists, craftspeople and designers from a range of
cultures and historical periods. They can make informed links between artists’ work and their
own, showing an appreciation of how art reflects and shapes the world. This contributes
positively to their cultural capital and broadens their understanding of diversity, identity and
global communities.

Art also plays a significant role in supporting pupils’ wellbeing. Pupils recognise art as a means of
expression and regulation, and many use creative activities to support their emotional
wellbeing. This conftributes to a calm, purposeful learning environment where pupils feel safe to
take creative risks.

As a result of the carefully sequenced curriculum, pupils are well-prepared for the next stage of
their education. They leave primary school with a strong foundation in artistic knowledge and
skills, a genuine enjoyment of art, and the confidence to continue exploring their creativity
beyond Woodlea.
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