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History Intent, Implementation and Impact at Woodlea

Intent

At Woodlea Primary School, our History curriculum is designed to inspire pupils’ curiosity about
the past and to develop them as thoughtful, critical and reflective learners. Rooted in the
National Curriculum and supported by the Kapow Primary scheme, we aim for all pupils to
develop a secure and coherent understanding of Britain’s past and that of the wider world.

Our curriculum is carefully structured to ensure that pupils:

e Develop a strong chronological understanding, enabling them to make connections
across time periods and contexts

e Acquire substantive knowledge of significant events, individuals and civilisations,
including local, national and global history

e Understand key historical concepts such as power, invasion, settlement, migration,
civilisafion and society

e Learn how to think like historians, asking perceptive questions, analysing evidence and
constructing informed interpretations

e Build disciplinary knowledge, understanding how historical knowledge is created and
debated

o Develop empathy and perspective, recognising the diversity of societies and the
complexity of human experiences

o See fascination in the awe and wonder of the past as a useful tool to support mental
health and wellbeing.

Our intent reflects our wider school vision of developing confident, arficulate learners who are
well-prepared for the next stage of their education. Through a knowledge-rich and enquiry-led
approach, pupils are equipped to understand how the past shapes the present and their place
within it.
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Implementation

The History curriculum at Woodlea is implemented through a carefully sequenced, knowledge-
rich curriculum, underpinned by the Kapow Primary scheme and adapted to meet the needs of
our pupils and context. Key features of implementation include:

Curriculum design and progression

e A clearly sequenced curriculum ensures progression in both knowledge and skills from
EYFS to Year 6

e Learning is structured to revisit key concepts over time, enabling pupils to know more,
remember more and make connections

o Chronology is explicitly faught and revisited, supporting pupils to develop a secure
understanding of fime

e In EYFS, learning provides the foundations through Understanding the World, preparing
pupils for Key Stage 1

Teaching and learning approaches

e Lessons are built around historical enquiry, encouraging pupils to ask questions and
explore evidence

e Pupils engage with a range of primary and secondary sources, developing analytical
and interpretive skills

e Teaching supports pupils to explain, debate and justify their ideas using historical
evidence

e Vocabulary is explicitly taught to enable pupils to communicate as historians with
precision and confidence

Adaptive and inclusive teaching

e Teachingis carefully adapted to meet the needs of all learners, including those with SEND
and disadvantaged pupils

o Scaffolding, modelling and targeted support ensure all pupils can access and succeed in
the curriculum

o Opportunities for challenge and depth are embedded to extend higher-attaining pupils

Enrichment and wider experiences
e The curriculum is enhanced through visits, visitors and enrichment opportunities, bringing
history to life

e Links to local history are used where appropriate to support relevance and engagement
e Cross-curricular links (e.g. writing, reading, art) are used to deepen understanding
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Impact

The impact of our History curriculum is demonstrated through pupils who:

Know more and remember more about key historical knowledge and concepfts
Have a secure chronological understanding and can make connections across fime
periods

Are able to ask questions, analyse evidence and form reasoned judgements

Use subject-specific vocabulary confidently and accurately

Show curiosity, engagement and enthusiasm for learning about the past
Demonstrate an understanding of diversity, perspective and historical complexity

Assessment is used effectively to ensure pupils’ understanding is secure:

Ongoing formative assessment informs teaching and supports progression

End-of-unit assessments and pupil outcomes demonstrate knowledge acquisition and
retention

Subject leadership monitors impact through book scrutiny, pupil voice, lesson visits and
data analysis

By the time pupils leave Woodleaq, they are well-prepared for the next stage of their education
as independent, knowledgeable and reflective learners, with a strong foundation in historical
understanding.
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