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Music Intent, Implementation and Impact at Woodlea

Intent

At Woodlea Primary School, music is an integral and well-resourced part of school life. Our aim is
to provide a rich, engaging and inspiring music curriculum that fosters a lifelong appreciation of
music for all pupils and promotes music as a tool to support wellbeing. We intend for music
lessons to be inclusive, enjoyable and accessible, enabling children to develop confidence as
musicians. Through singing, movement, listening and performance, children become reflective
and expressive individuals who can communicate creatively through music. Our curriculum is
designed to:

Develop pupils’ confidence, creativity and self-expression

Build a strong understanding of musical concepts, vocabulary and notation
Provide opportunities for all pupils to perform, compose and evaluate music
Encourage pupils to appreciate a wide range of musical styles, genres and cultures
Use music as a tool to support mental health and wellbeing.

We actively promote participation in music by ensuring:

e All children have access to high-quality classroom music teaching

e Children are encouraged to learn instruments, including classroom instruments and
peripatetic tuition

e Music is planned in line with the National Curriculum for Music, ensuring broad and
balanced provision

Charanga is used to enhance teaching by providing structured, progressive and high-quality
resources. It exposes pupils to diverse genres from different times and cultures and supports the
development of musical understanding through active listening, composition and performance.
Where appropriate, music is linked across the curriculum to strengthen learning and provide
meaningful contexts.
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Implementation

Music at Woodlea is delivered through a well-structured, progressive curriculum, underpinned by
the Charanga Musical School scheme.

Curriculum Structure

Charanga provides a spiral curriculum, ensuring progression both within year groups and across
phases. Units are carefully sequenced to revisit and deepen knowledge of key musical
elements:

Pulse
Rhythm
Pitch
Tempo
Dynamics
Timbre
Structure

O O O O O O O

Lessons are practical, inclusive and engaging. Pupils take part in:

Active listening to a wide range of music
Singing and vocal development

Body percussion and movement
Instrumental playing

Composition and improvisation

Teaching ensures that:

e Pupils use subject-specific vocabulary confidently and accurately
e Learningis collaborative, with opportunities for discussion and shared outcomes
e All pupils can succeed through adaptive teaching and appropriate scaffolding

Charanga supports teaching by providing:

High-quality planning and resources aligned to the National Curriculum

A clear progression model for musical knowledge and skills

Exposure to a broad range of musical styles, traditions and cultural contexts
A participatory and inclusive approach to music-making

Assessment in music is practical, ongoing and meaningful. It includes:
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e Teacher observation of musical participation and skill development

e Listening to and evaluating performances

e Pupil discussion and reflection using musical vocabulary

e Self and peer assessment

Assessment is based on National Curriculum expectations and progression frameworks and is
monitored by the subject leader to ensure progression and consistency. Opportunities for
challenge are embedded through higher-level objectives, ensuring all pupils achieve well and
are appropriately extended.

Enrichment

At Woodlea Primary School, we are committed to providing a rich and varied music provision
beyond the taught curriculum. This ensures that all pupils have access to meaningful musical
experiences that enhance learning and contribute to their cultural capital. Pupils are provided
with regular opportunities to perform and share their musical learning, supporting confidence
and a sense of achievement. These include:

Whole-school singing assemblies

Choir Club performances

Seasonal events and productions, such as Christmas performances and Yé Production
Class performances, allowing pupils to showcase their learning

Performances with local schools hosted at Oakmoor Secondary

Young Voices Choir at the O2

Instrumental concerts

These opportunities develop pupils’ stage presence, collaboration and pride, whilst
strengthening community engagement.

We enhance our curriculum through workshop enrichment and weekly specialist peripatetic
music teaching, enabling pupils fo develop instrumental skills beyond whole-class provision. This
includes:

Access to individual or small-group instrumental tuition

Opportunities to learn a range of instruments

Clear progression pathways for pupils with particular interest or aptitude

Fully funded instrumental lessons for Y4 (toot, dood, p-bone, trumpet), leading to end of
term concerts

This provision supports aspiration, talent development and sustained engagement in music.
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Impact

The impact of the music curriculum is evident in the confidence, engagement and musical
understanding demonstrated by pupils. Monitoring by the subject leader includes:

e Learning walks
e Pupil voice interviews
e Curriculum evaluation and discussions with staff

This ensures leaders can accurately evaluate whether pupils:

e Know more and remember more
e Make sustained progress in musical knowledge and skills
o Develop as confident performers, composers and listeners

As a result of the curriculum:

e Pupils demonstrate increasing confidence, creativity and resilience
e Pupils can sing with accuracy, maintain a pulse and perform with awareness
e Pupils understand and can discuss a range of musical genres, styles and cultural
influences
e Pupils develop essential personal skills including:
o Collaboration
o Self-reflection
o Respect and appreciation of others

Music makes a significant conftribution to pupils’ cultural capital, developing their understanding
of music from different cultures, traditions and historical contexts.

By the time pupils leave Woodleq, they:

Enjoy music as listeners, performers and creators

Can analyse and respond to music using appropriate vocabulary

Have a secure foundation to confinue musical learning or participation in the future
Are able to use music as a tool to promote wellbeing and better cope with life's
challenges
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