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Phonics and Early Reading at Woodlea Primary School
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Woodlea Primary School teaches phonics and early reading through Little Wandle Letters and
Sounds Revised as part of our commitment to excellent, inclusive and evidence-informed teaching.

Intent

At Woodlea, we believe that every child can become a fluent, confident reader and writer. We
know that learning to read is one of the most important things children will learn to do at primary
school, as it gives them access to the full curriculum and opens the door to future learning.

Through Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised, we teach children the alphabetic code in a
systematic and carefully sequenced way. Children build on their knowledge of sounds and letters
over time, learning to blend for reading and segment for spelling. We want pupils to use their phonic
knowledge confidently so that they can tackle unfamiliar words, read with increasing fluency, and
develop independence as readers.

We also believe that early reading is about more than decoding. We want children to enjoy books,
talk about stories, develop vocabulary, and see themselves as readers. From the earliest stages,
children are supported to read for both pleasure and purpose, building the confidence, curiosity and
motivation they need to become lifelong readers. We teach Phonics with fidelity to the scheme and
as part of a wider culture of reading enjoyment.
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Implementation

Phonics is taught daily in Reception and Year 1 using the Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised
progression. In Reception, children make a strong start, with teaching beginning early in the Autumn
term. Children are taught Phase 2 and Phase 3 grapheme-phoneme correspondences before
moving into Phase 4, where they learn to read words with adjacent consonants. In Year 1, children
review prior learning and are taught Phase 5 so that they become increasingly fluent and accurate
when reading and spelling.

Lessons are taught using consistent routines, language, and resources. This supports all children by
reducing cognitive load and ensuring that every adult teaches phonics in the same clear and
precise way. Children are taught to recognise graphemes, say the corresponding sounds, blend
sounds to read words, read tricky words, segment to spell, and apply their learning in reading and
writing. Little Wandle also supports the National Curriculum expectation that pupils read books
matched to their developing phonic knowledge and re-read these books to build fluency and
confidence.

Children take part in reading practice sessions three times a week. These sessions are taught in small
groups by trained adults and use fully decodable books matched to each child’s secure phonic
knowledge. Each reading practice session has a clear focus: decoding, prosody, and
comprehension. Children read each book more than once so that they develop accuracy,
expression, understanding, vocabulary and confidence.

Assessment is central to our approach. Teachers use Assessment for Learning during every lesson to
identify children who need additional practice. We believe in responding quickly when children find
learning difficult so that gaps do not widen. Children who need exira support receive Daily Keep-up
sessions, using the same Little Wandle routines and resources but in smaller steps with more repetition.

In Year 2 and beyond, pupils who have not yet secured the alphabetic code receive targeted
phonics support. Where needed, children access Rapid Catch-up so that they can close gaps
quickly and continue to access the wider curriculum. Children new to the school, new to English or
working below age-related expectations are assessed carefully so that support matches their needs.

Reading for pleasure is promoted alongside phonics. Children take home a decodable book
matched to their current phonic knowledge so that they can practise successfully with their family.
They also take home books to share and enjoy. Adults read aloud regularly, classrooms provide
inviting reading areas, and children are encouraged to talk about books, stories, rhymes and
vocabulary.
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Impact

The impact of our phonics and early reading curriculum is that children learn to read accurately,
fluently, and with confidence. Pupils develop secure knowledge of grapheme-phoneme
correspondences, apply their phonic knowledge when reading unfamiliar words, read common
exception words with increasing automaticity, and use phonics to support spelling.

We expect children to:

make strong progress through the Little Wandle progression;

read fully decodable books matched to their secure phonic knowledge;

develop accuracy, fluency, prosody and comprehension;

pass the Year 1 Phonics Screening Check, unless they require further individualised support;
receive rapid, effective support if they are at risk of falling behind;

use phonics confidently in reading and writing across the curriculum;

see themselves as successful readers.

Leaders monitor the impact of phonics through lesson visits, coaching, assessment information, book
matching, reading practice sessions, pupil progress discussions and outcomes from the Phonics
Screening Check. Assessment is used to identify gaps quickly and ensure that support is timely and
precise.

Ultimately, our aim is that every child at Woodlea becomes a reader: a child who can decode,
understand, enjoy and talk about books with confidence. Through high-quality phonics teaching and
a strong culture of reading, pupils are given the tools they need to access learning, develop
independence, and experience the joy of reading.



