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Religious Education Intent, Implementation and Impact at Woodlea  
 

Intent 

 

At Woodlea Primary School, our Religious Education curriculum is designed to develop curious, 

reflective and open-minded learners who are able to engage thoughtfully with a range of 

religious and non-religious world views.  Our curriculum is underpinned by the Kapow Primary 

Religion and World Views scheme, which aims to develop pupils as deep thinkers who can ask 

questions, make connections and respond with respect and understanding to beliefs that may 

be different from their own. 

We intend for all pupils to: 

• Develop secure substantive knowledge of a range of religions and worldviews, reflecting 

life in modern Britain 

• Build disciplinary understanding, enabling them to explore religion through questioning, 

enquiry and interpretation 

• Engage with ‘big questions’ about life, meaning and belief, revisiting these over time to 

deepen understanding 

• Understand that religion and worldviews are lived experiences locally, nationally and 

globally 

• Develop respect, tolerance and empathy, particularly in relation to diversity within our 

local community and wider society 

• Be able to reflect on their own beliefs, values and experiences, recognising their own 

developing worldview 

Our curriculum aligns with national expectations and ensures that pupils understand that 

Christian traditions are predominant in the UK, while also learning about other principal religions 

and non-religious world views. 

In Early Years, pupils begin to develop their understanding of the world through exploration of 

beliefs, traditions and experiences, laying the foundations for future learning.  
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Implementation 

Our RE curriculum is implemented through the Kapow Primary spiral curriculum, ensuring that 

knowledge and skills are progressively built over time.  Key features of implementation at 

Woodlea include: 

Curriculum Design 

• Units are structured around enquiry-based ‘big questions’, promoting curiosity and critical 

thinking 

• Learning is sequenced to allow pupils to revisit and deepen conceptual understanding 

over time  

• The curriculum reflects local context as well as national and global perspectives 

Teaching is structured around three interwoven strands: 

• Substantive knowledge – understanding key religious concepts and worldviews 

• Disciplinary knowledge – learning how to think like theologians, philosophers and social 

scientists 

• Personal knowledge – reflecting on personal beliefs and responses 

• Lessons are discussion-rich and enquiry-led, supporting strong oracy and reasoning skills 

• Pupils engage with artefacts, stories, texts and real-life examples to deepen 

understanding 

• Teachers use high-quality questioning to challenge thinking and promote reflection 

• Vocabulary is explicitly taught and revisited to support religious literacy 

Progression 

• Knowledge and skills are clearly mapped from Year R through to Year 6 

• Prior learning is revisited regularly to strengthen long-term memory 

• Pupils build the ability to make links across religions, concepts and themes 

Inclusion and Accessibility 

• Learning is adapted to ensure all pupils, including those with SEND, can access the 

curriculum 

• A range of strategies (visual, discussion-based, practical) supports different learning 

needs 

• All pupils are supported to contribute and express their views confidently 
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Impact 

The impact of our RE curriculum is demonstrated through pupils who: 

• Have a secure and developing knowledge of a range of religions and world views 

• Can ask thoughtful questions, make connections and articulate their ideas clearly 

• Demonstrate respectful attitudes and understanding towards different beliefs and 

cultures 

• Show confidence in discussing complex ideas, including moral, philosophical and ethical 

issues 

• Are able to reflect on their own beliefs and values, recognising how these may differ from 

others 

Over time, pupils develop the ability to: 

• Engage in informed, balanced discussions about religion and worldviews 

• Apply their learning to understand the world around them and their place within it 

• Transfer skills such as reasoning, empathy and reflection to other areas of the curriculum 

Assessment in RE is ongoing and includes: 

• Pupil discussion and verbal responses 

• Written and recorded work 

• Evidence of understanding of key concepts and vocabulary 

• Opportunities for reflection and application of knowledge 

Collectively, this ensures that pupils leave Woodlea as thoughtful, respectful and informed 

individuals, prepared for life in a diverse and ever-changing society. 

 


